John 23

Let us now turn to the Prologue, the first 18 verset of the
Fouthc«pdwmwhujohn has 10 say about Jesus as
the Lo,oc e find that be has five things to say.

. He tells us what Jesus personally was. He beging with
a hnd statement which provides the transiator with a
problem not far from insoluble in the Enmglish language,
"The Wotd. both the AV and the RSV, ‘was God'
Uolm ). Moffatt Is one of the few modern transiators
who da w«kpanlmdmrendcm; “The Loges'. he
tmﬂm ‘was divine." In a matter like this we cannot do

other than go to the Greek, which is theos &n ho logos.
Tbmuthec k for God, &n for was, ho for the, logos

for normally, except ) Greek
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can see at once here th
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™ the article in

than an identl

an ve rather than of 2 noun. We can sce exactly
the same in English. If | say: ‘James Is the nan’, then |
ldcmit{ James with some definite man whom | have In
mind; but, If 1 say: “James Is man’, then | am vimply de-
scribing James as human, and the word man hub«omc

a description and not an identification. Il]obrhad
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only modern tnnhtor who fairly and squarely faced this

Is Kenneth Wuest, who has: The Word was as to

is estence essential deity. But it is here that the NEB has

brilllantly solved the with the awuz.-iy accurate
rendering : “What was the Word was.'

john is not here identifying the Wored with Cod, To putd



24 Many Witnesses, One Loed
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of
ence of the Word, or the pre-existence of the Son. Therr 14
nomedlﬂahdocuiutoundcmdhalubeolog- al
thinking, It quite clearly cannot mean that this flesh - Wl
blood man Jesus existed before the creation of the wor |
What then does It mean?

We do not say that in what follows there Is anyshi
mcalulla«ouotoldtcm\gdmcpcmimnm ol
the Son or of the Word, but, whatever else that doctri =
M3y or may not mean, it does mean this, Let us remind
ourseives what John basically means when be called Jes 1
mwwumanlmuhjmmmwfeqtyd.

God. To put It ;1 -
simplest, he meant that God is like Jesus. This mes 1+
whmmuebmlmubehmpymdwmw
and being the friend of outcasts and sinners, when + ¢
esus on the Cross, we can say : ‘God Is like thy
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all etemity to

Jesus,
is is of the most crucial Importance. The:
ways of spraking aboot Jesus which imply,
hear to siating, that Jewus did something 1
titude of God 1o men, that somchow Jesi.
wrath into love, that somchow fesus pe.
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